[Respiratory tract amyloidosis].
Amyloidosis is a group of biochemical disturbances, leading to extracellular deposition of misfolded protein fibril's. It can be of primary, secondary or hereditary (familial) origin. The disorder is known from 150 years, and as already 23 fibril precursor proteins have been identified. Its symptoms can be systemic, localized; some forms don't produce any clinical manifestation. In this article amyloidosis pathogenesis, classification, epidemiology, prognosis and clinical characteristics are described, mainly with reference to the respiratory system.